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PRONOUNS DAY

The Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity
set up a table on Wednesday to promote the
practice of referring to people by their
preferred pronouns.

MOTIVATION BY MASK
A Black Panther mask, which Eastern
football players wear after forcing a
turnover, has motivated the team to
improve defensively.
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Students gain event-planning
experience though fall festival

CAA to discuss updating
required courses for
history honors program

By Corryn Brock
Associate News Editor | @corryn_brock

The Council on Academic Affairs will meet
Thursday at 2 p.m. in Room 4440 of Booth Library.
The Council will look at approving an updated format of the history departmental honors program.
According to the proposal, changes include
taking away four currently-required courses
from the program and adding three different
ones.
The courses that are being proposed to be
removed from the requirements include HIS
44442, HIS 45552, HIS 4666 and HIS 46442.
The proposed course additions are HIS
44441 -Honors Independent Study, HIS 45551
-Honors Research and HIS 46441 -Honors Thesis.
There is also some proposed language changes
to the catalog copy of this program.
The council will also get a governance update from the Faculty Senate regarding a proposal that was discussed at the senate’s meeting
Oct. 16.
In the draft proposal Jeff Stowell, senate vicechair and psychology professor, shared with the
senate on Tuesday, he wrote, “Curricular bodies
on campus (CAA, CGS, COTE) are not explicitly asked to consider the new program in the
context of the university mission or the fiscal
and personnel resources required.”
The proposal discussed Tuesday stated that
these new programs, the ones that require Illinois Board of Higher Education approval, needed more faculty input when considering the allocation of resources and the alignment to Eastern’s mission.
Stowell said this role of providing more input
about mission and resource allocation when it
comes to new programs should, according to its
constitution, fall on the senate.
The discussion was tabled at the senate until a more thorough discussion of constitutional
changes can take place.
The council will look at this proposal and discuss it at its meeting Thursday.

Eastern students painted
gourds and played lawn games
with free food and music, thanks
to the students of the CMN
3950-Conferences and Event
Planning class.
Dan Crews, director of Programming, Publicity and Promotion, gave his CMN 3950 students a choice: Sit in a lecture, or
get real life planning experience,
and students chose to plan a fall
festival.
“I’m real proud of the students
because they all kicked in, they
all had responsibilities, and basically everything you see was coordinated by the students,” Crews
said. “They got to see that kind
of aspect of what it means and
what it takes to put an event together.”
Cheyenne Lohman and Corey
Kilmartin, students in the class,
said they felt putting on the festival gave them experience that
would help them with their careers after graduation.
Lohman and Kilmartin said
they also thought the day was
beneficial for students because it
gave them something to do in between classes besides going home.
“We decided that after midterms the students would really enjoy free food and a fun environment,” Lohman said. “We
went through all of the steps to
put this event together from getting the food, talking to the
(Eastern President David Glassman) to get permission (for the
festival) and then setting it up
and tearing it down.”
Kilmartin said choosing to

CORRYN BROCK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Veronica Holt, a junior business major, and Michaela Wagner, a senior hospitality major, serve food to a
student for a fall festival. Both women are in the class that planned and coordinated the festival.

hold the event Wednesday was a
good idea because it was during
Homecoming week and it would
give students the opportunity to
come together.
One student in the class, senior mass communications major
Precious Williams, watched over
the gourd-painting table. She also
took part in planning the event.
She said she felt planning the
event was a nice break from the
typical class lectures.
“It’s helping us implement the
things that we’re learning,” Williams said. “It’s actual hands-on
experience that we can gain for
the real world.”
Carmen Emanuel, a senior

mass communications major, said
the main purpose of the event
was to get people out and doing
something on campus, and that
she hoped it did that.
“We wanted to put something
together that faculty, staff and
students can combine together to
interact with each other,” Emanuel said.
Emanuel said the event also
celebrated fall.
Crews said the students
learned more about what it takes
to put an event together from the
festival.
“If you’re going to go into
event planning it’s not just planning the event, but the hurdles

you have to get over and the challenges you’ve got to overcome,”
Crews said. “They’ve experienced
that … That was something good
and exciting to see.”
Crews said it was nice to see
students putting thought into
their ideas and what would and
wouldn’t work for the event.
Crews also said he enjoyed seeing students, faculty and staff get
involved with the event.
“This is something for them,”
Crews said. “I think some of the
students just really appreciate
having some kind of activity (to
get involved with).”

FALL FESTIVAL, page 5
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The News staff can be reached at 581-2812 or
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Student Senate hears updates on BLM flag, approves RSO
By Analicia Haynes
Editor-in-Chief | @Haynes1943
The Student Senate received updates on the petition to have a Black Lives Matter flag on campus and
plans to place the new panther statue in an alternative
location Wednesday night.
Senators also approved a new registered student organization, and the new committee chairs were announced.
Alicia Matusiak, the student vice president of student affairs, touched briefly on the status of the Black
Lives Matter flag petition in student government.
She said she reached out to Mona Davenport, the
executive director of the office of inclusion and academic engagement, Lynette Drake, the interim vice
president of student affairs and will meet with Eastern
President David Glassman and the student government executive staff on Monday to discuss the matter further.
She said she wants to touch base with different
people on campus to get more information on the
topic.
“But it is being taken care of,” she said.
Zac Cohen, the executive vice president and acting
speaker of the senate, said the topic will come to the

senate whenever the student affairs committee feels it
is ready to.
He said they have approached several people for
help and will be holding discussions with others on
campus to get feedback.
At an Oct. 10 meeting, Cohen said if the student
affairs committee brings the topic to the table and the
student senate agrees to support it, the way the process works is the committee or senator will have to
bring a resolution to the senate stating the current situation and include whether or not the senate is in
support of the flag.
Then, he said that resolution will come to senate,
and senators will have the opportunity to ask those
who created the petition questions before the bill is
tabled for a week.
Following that, Cohen said the senate will have a
discussion about it at the next meeting and then take
a vote.
He is not sure what happens once the resolution
leaves the student senate, but he said the senate does
not have a final say on the matter.
“We can just decide if we feel that the entire student body would support that or not support them,”
Cohen said at the Oct. 10 meeting.
He did encourage senators to get as many opin-
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Student Body President Rebecca Cash goes over appointments at the Student Senate meeting
on Wednesday night. The meeting was held in the Arcola-Tuscola Room in the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.

ions from the student body as they possibly can so
they can make an informed decision.
Cohen said he will be meeting with Glassman
next week to discuss the future location of the panther statue.
The statue was approved last semester and creat-

ed before the end of May. Originally it was intended to sit right in front of Booth Library in the Library
Quad; however, Cohen said when it was being built
they were not sure how it would look after all.

STUDENT SENATE, page 5
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Student gunman kills 19,
wounds 50 at Russian school
MOSCOW (AP) — An 18-year-old
student strode into his vocational school in
Crimea, a hoodie covering his blond hair,
then pulled out a shotgun and opened fire
on Wednesday, killing 19 students and
wounding more than 50 others before killing himself.
It wasn’t clear what prompted Vladislav
Roslyakov, described as a shy loner, to go
on the rampage. A security camera image carried by Russian media showed
him calmly walking down the stairs of the
school in the Black Sea city of Kerch, the
shotgun in his gloved hand.
“He was walking around and shooting students and teachers in cold blood,”
said Sergei Aksyonov, the regional leader in
Crimea.
Officials said the fourth-year student
killed himself in the library of the Kerch
Polytechnic College after the attack. His
mother, a nurse, was helping to treat victims at a local hospital after the shootings,
unaware yet that her son was accused of
the rampage and was already dead.
Such school shootings are rare, and
Wednesday’s attack was by far the worst
by a disgruntled student in Russia, which
annexed the Crimean Peninsula from
Ukraine in 2014. The bloodbath raised

questions about school security in the
country; the Kerch Polytechnic College
had only a front desk with no security
guards.
By the end of the day, Crimean authorities said the death toll stood at 19, apparently not including the shooter. Fifty-three
people were wounded, including 12 in serious condition.
It was the greatest loss of life in school
violence in Russia since the Beslan terrorist attack by Chechen separatists in 2004,
in which 333 people were killed during a
three-day siege, many of them children,
and hundreds were wounded.
The announcement that the shooter in
Wednesday’s attack was a student who acted alone came after hours of rapidly shifting explanations as to what exactly happened at the school.
Officials at first reported a gas explosion, then said an explosive device had
ripped through the cafeteria during lunchtime in a suspected terrorist attack.
Witnesses, however, reported that victims were being killed by gunfire. The Investigative Committee, Russia’s top crime
investigation agency, eventually said all the
victims died of gunshot wounds.
Reflecting the daylong confusion, Rus-

sian President Vladimir Putin said the victims were killed by an explosion just as the
Investigative Committee was announcing
they were fatally shot.
A somber-faced Putin deplored the attack as a “tragic event” and offered his condolences to the victims’ families at a news
conference in the southern city of Sochi,
where he was meeting with Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi.
The Investigative Committee said the
explosive device rigged with shrapnel went
off in the school lunchroom and Sergei
Melikov, a deputy chief of the Russian National Guard, said it was homemade. Officials later found a second explosive device
and destroyed it.
It was not clear what the explosive was,
if the attacker detonated it, or how many
people it wounded.
Guns are tightly restricted in Russia.
Civilians can own only hunting rifles and
smooth-bore shotguns and must undergo
significant background checks. Roslyakov
had only recently received a permit to own
a shotgun and bought 150 cartridges just
a few days ago, according to local officials.
Aksyonov, the regional leader in
Crimea, said the gunman had been described as a shy boy who had no conflicts.

Pritzker has spent almost $150M on race
CHICAGO (AP) — Billionaire
Democrat J.B. Pritzker is showing no
reluctance about pouring his own money into his quest to defeat multimillionaire Republican incumbent Bruce
Rauner in the race for Illinois governor.
New state campaign finance reports
show that Pritzker has pumped $146.5
million into his campaign, which
dwarfs the nearly $68 million Rauner
has given his own campaigns since he
was elected four years ago. The $234
million in total fundraising by both
candidates through the end of September shattered the previous records for Illinois campaign spending.
Pritzker, an heir to the Hyatt Hotel
fortune, has broken the national selffinancing mark former eBay executive
Meg Whitman set by giving $144 million of her fortune toward her unsuccessful 2010 Republican campaign for

California governor, the Chicago SunTimes reported .
Rauner is a former private equity investor who has given $95 million to his
campaigns since starting his run for the
governor's office in 2013.
Since early 2017, Pritzker's campaign
has spent $135.9 million, compared to
$71.5 million by Rauner, the Chicago
Tribune reported . They are breaking
the previous record total of $112 million that was spent on the Illinois governor's race four years ago, when Rauner put $65.3 million — including $27
million of his own money — toward
defeating Democratic incumbent Pat
Quinn.
Recent polls have shown Pritzker
with a sizable lead over Rauner, who
narrowly survived a GOP primary challenge.
Each man reported income of

roughly $55 million last year in tax returns they released this week.
Rauner has tried to distinguish his
wealth and background from Pritzker's, saying during a debate this month
that he was a "middle-class kid" who
worked his way through school and
built his own wealth.
"He is trying to buy political office,"
Rauner said of Pritzker. "He's trying to
buy the governorship to be something
for the first time in his life because if he
wasn't a trust fund baby, he would be
nothing."
Pritzker said his spending is "worth
it" to wrest control of the state from
Rauner, under whose leadership Illinois endured a roughly two-year state
budget impasse that devastated social
services and higher education, and almost caused the state's credit rating to
be downgraded to "junk" status.

New accusation of
police wrongdoing
in Weinstein case
NEW YORK (AP) — The sexual
assault case against Harvey Weinstein was roiled Wednesday for the
second time in a week by what New
York City prosecutors said was a
police detective’s improper conduct.
Det. Nicholas DiGaudio, whose
alleged witness coaching prompted
the dismissal of part of the case last
week, is now accused of urging one
of Weinstein’s accusers to delete
material from her cellphones before
she handed them over to prosecutors.
The Manhattan district attorney’s office detailed the alleged
misconduct in a letter to Weinstein’s lawyer that was made public Wednesday. The new allegations involve the detective’s interactions with an unidentified woman who says Weinstein raped her in
his Manhattan hotel room in 2013.
Weinstein’s lawyer, Benjamin
Brafman, pounced on the revelation, saying it “even further undermines the integrity of this already
deeply flawed indictment of Mr.
Weinstein.”
In her letter, Assistant District
Attorney Joan Illuzzi-Orbon said
that during the investigation, prosecutors asked the woman to hand
in any mobile phones she might
have used during the time when
she interacted with Weinstein.
The woman was willing to do so,
Illuzzi-Orbon wrote, but was worried that the phones contained, “in
addition to communications with
the defendant, data of a personal
nature that she regarded as private.”
She asked DiGaudio what to do.
He advised her to delete anything
she didn’t want anyone else to see
before handing over the phone, the
prosecutors said.
“ We j u s t w o n’t t e l l J o a n ,”
DiGaudio allegedly said.
Illuzzi-Orbon said the woman didn’t delete any information
and instead asked a lawyer for advice. The phones were turned over
“without any deletions” Illuzzi-Orbon wrote.
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By Logan Raschke
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity hosted the International Pronouns Day Tabling near the Doudna Steps to educate students about referring to others by their correct pronouns
on Wednesday.
Kurt Ness, assistant for the GSD center who was working at
the table, said a pronoun is what people use to refer to each other by.
He said the most common examples of pronouns are “he,”
“his” and “him,” “she” and “her,” and “they,” “them” and “their.”
Jessica Ward, coordinator for the GSD center, said there are
other pronouns that are not as common, such as “ve,” “ver” and
“vis” and “xe,” “xem” and “xyr” for example, that people prefer to
go by.
Ness said it is necessary to refer to people by their correct pronouns because it is a mark of respect and it makes for good communication.
“Everyone deserves the basic respect of people using correct
pronouns,” he said. “It’s awkward if someone addresses someone
by pronouns that are not their pronouns. So, it’s just basic human respect.”
Ward said learning someone’s correct pronouns is critical because it confirms and brings awareness to the other person’s identity, a crucial element of what makes people individuals.
“Pronouns are as important as learning someone’s name,” she
said. “If I am misgendering or mispronouning you after I’ve been
told what your pronoun is, it seems like I’m not learning your
name. That’s hurtful.”
Ness said it is OK to ask someone upfront about their pronouns and that people do not have to feel afraid or ashamed to
talk about it.
“(Ask people,) ‘What pronouns do you go by?’ Or introduce
yourself saying, ‘Hi, my name is so-and-so, and these are my pronouns,’” he said. “For example, when I introduce myself, I’ll be
like, ‘Hi, my name is Kurt. My pronouns are he, him and his,’
and that gives the other person the option to disclose their pronouns if they want to or not.”
Another good way to inform others of what pronouns people
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Jessica Ward, coordinator for the Office of Gender and Sexual Diversity, takes a photo of Kurt Ness, GSD Center assistant. Ness
is holding a sign with his preferred pronouns for International Pronouns Day.

go by is presenting them on clothing, name badges and even in
email signatures, he said.
Ward said people will sometimes refer to themselves by their
pronouns in conversations, so people can also learn without directly asking.
Ness said he believes usually people fail to refer to others by
their correct pronouns on accident, or they incorrectly assume, so
it is essential to learn from mistakes and educate.
“We are raised in a society that is very binary with pronouns,”
he said. “We are taught from a very young age to just look at
somebody and their physical characteristics to determine what
pronouns (they) use.”

Ward said cisgender people, or people who identify with the
sex they were born with, are privileged in a sense.
When people assume pronouns of cisgender people, which
they do often, many times they are correct in their assumption,
Ward said.
“There is a lot of privilege in the cis community as opposed to
the trans community. So, what I try to do as a trans advocate is I
try to introduce myself and my pronouns. My GSD nametag has
my pronouns on it,” she said. “These are my pronouns. I’m putting them out there, so it’s OK whatever your pronouns (use).”
Logan Raschke can be reached at 581-2812 or at lrraschke@eiu.edu.

Quiz

YOURSELF
STUDY TIP #1

WHEN YOU CREATE YOUR OWN QUIZ
QUESTIONS, YOU BECOME MORE FAMILIAR
WITH THE MATERIAL YOU NEED TO STUDY!
DO-IT-YOURSELF QUIZZES CAN HELP YOU
SET AND MEET EXPECTATIONS.
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4 OPINIONS
STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at
opinions.DEN@gmail.com for all
opinion questions, submissions
and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not
publish letters.
Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones
will be considered by the editorial
board.
Please include your name and
phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.
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Reality of studying

We stand with
LGBTQA+
community
As staff members of The Daily Eastern News, we stand with and support the
LGBTQA+ community.
There are several people in the world today
who still do not support people of this community, whether it be due to their religious
beliefs and/or personal beliefs. We, however,
do not fall into that category of people.
For years, people of the LGBTQA+ community were not even allowed to speak of
their sexual orientation because it was considered “wrong” and even thought of as a mental illness.
It is now 2018, and times have changed
drastically throughout even the last 10 years.
We feel that anyone who does not identify as heterosexual should not be ashamed of
who they are and should absolutely feel comfortable living their life openly.
We understand and do not judge anyone
who still has not come to terms with their
sexual orientation, or feels that it isn’t the
right time to be open about it. The choice
to come out is their own, and we feel they
should be the ones to decide when the right
time is.
Sadly, there are several people in the world
today who would gladly “out” someone and
ruin that person’s chances of ever having control of this.
It is also still common for people to make
derogatory statements towards people of the
LGBTQA+ community, causing these people
a lot of hurt and sadness.
We feel that this is absolutely unacceptable, and we as a world should make members of the LGBTQA+ community feel completely welcome and comfortable in life
instead of bullying them and judging them
just because of their sexuality.
We also feel that a person’s sexuality is
NOT a choice, but rather a simple part of
that person.
We feel that even if a person did not
accept their sexuality or come forward with it
until much later in life, this does not mean at
all that they chose this. This is who they were,
and it takes some people a long time to realize that.
The world is a place full of diversity, and
people should be more respectful and understanding of that.
We should not judge anyone based on
their sexuality, because if we were all the
same, what would be so fun and unique
about our universe?

T h e D ai l y Eastern News
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‘Elite’ Netflix series keeps you thinking
On October 5, Netflix released ’Elite’, a Spanish teen thriller about three working-class students
who get the exclusive opportunity to finish their
education at Las Encinas, a private school for the
wealthy.
These students are met with judgement and
hostility from their higher-class peers, but Samuel,
Nadia and Christian are determined to make the
most of this opportunity. But, of course, there’s a
twist.
In the first episode, the audience is already
clued in that these students’ time at this school
leads to them involved in a murder. A murder of
who? You’ll have to watch to find out.
This series takes place in Spain—the show is
completely in Spanish (disregarding little nuggets
of English in the students’ English class), but don’t
let that discourage you from watching this suspenseful show. When you select it on Netflix, it
automatically starts the show with English dubbed
over it. This means that you will hear the show in
English.
I, personally, preferred watching the show in
Spanish with English subtitles. I’ve heard that
sometimes the translation gets lost with the English dub—this can also happen with the subtitles,
I’m sure—but there’s something about watching a
show in its original language. Also, you don’t have

MEGAN KEANE
to deal with that dissonance of English words not
matching with the actors’ mouth movements.
It’s been compared to the likes of ’Riverdale’
(and it kind of reminds me of a thriller-esque
‘Degrassi’ or ‘Skins’), but it’s better. I promise it’s
better.
I’ve been a big believer that the first season of
‘Riverdale’ was the end-all be-all of teen thrillers.
I was grappling for evidence of who the murderer was, I was falling into every twist and turn, and
I found myself really enjoying the characters. ‘Elite’
has all that, but it’s done … in a much cooler format.
You ever watch a movie or a show where you’ve

been shown where the story ends up, but you’re
left to figure out the specifics? ‘Elite’ mixes the
present with the past—the past being the operative
story where we’re watching the developments of
relationships, families falling apart, but we’re also
seeing the characters’ interrogations post-murder.
It’s very consuming.
Once it’s revealed who was murdered, I found
myself projecting motives onto every character.
Nobody was safe. By the end, I was sure any of the
cast could have killed the murdered because they
had motivation to.
Murder aside, the show also has elements of
other crime (robbery, drug dealing, as well as an
(unclearly) bisexual character, a polyamorous (-ish)
relationship, a character living with HIV, a gay
character and a Muslim family—which is cool
to see where their culture intermixes with these
upper-class kids’ and where it differs.
There are three love triangles, a teen pregnancy and all that other great high school drama, but
with money. Hedonistic culture makes everything
just that much more interesting, doesn’t it? And,
it’s already set up for a second season! Seriously,
watch the first ten minutes. You’ll be hooked.
Megan Keane is a senior English and psychology major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or at mkkeane@eiu.edu.

Support, don’t shame fellow college students
If there is anything in the whirlwind of
college that disappoints me most, it is major-shaming.
Too often I witness or overhear college
students judge their fellow college students
for what area of study they have chosen to
pursue.
Major-shaming comes in a variety of
forms—some are more obvious than others. One of the most common and subtle
forms begins with, “Is that REALLY all you
have to do for homework? I have to [insert
assignment that the major-shamer believes
sounds more impressive and complicated],”
or “I feel like you have so much free time.
I am always [insert activity that the majorshamer constantly uses to hoist himself or
herself onto a high horse].” Sometimes, it
can be as blatant as, “So-And-So’s major is
so easy. I don’t know why So-And-So is always complaining while I have to [insert
major-shamer’s spiel].”
Whatever form it presents itself in, major-shaming is the last thing any college
student should be participating in. Although we do not have all the same classes,

aspirations and stressors, we are all in the
same boat here—and chances are, most of
us have no clue what direction it is sailing.
Spoiler alert: Most people enter a field
that interests them or pick a major that
reflects their skillset best. That is something that should be encouraged, especially
amongst people our age, not something we
use to judge and insult each other.
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C AROLE HODOROWICZ

These days, all of us are under so much
pressure from our parents and peers. Finding a job, especially one that fits the criteria of your wildest fantasies and pays well,
is not easy. Competition is fierce, and the
weight of expectations is crippling.
Instead of watching each other struggle—or worse, participate in heightening
the tension by joining in on major-shaming activity—we should be building each
other up.
There should be no divide between all of
us. Each major presents its own difficulties
that not everyone is equipped to handle.
Our differences should be celebrated—not
mocked or shamed.
Each academic journey we are embarking on leads to a different ending of opportunities that fit our personalities, talents
and passions best. Instead of being another
bump in the road for someone, be a motivator. Or better yet, just stay silent and focus on yourself.
Carole Hodorowicz is a senior journalism major. She
can be reached at 581-2812 or cdhodorowicz@eiu.edu.
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STUDENT SENATE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He said although he is still meeting with Glassman
to discuss the details, the idea is to potentially move
the statue to the Commemorative Courtyard (between
Ford Hall and McAfee Gym). However, that is not
certain at this moment.
Senators approved the Sustainability Club as a new
RSO Wednesday.
At an Oct. 10 Student Senate meeting, Josh Harden, a graduate student and the president of the club,
said the purpose of the club is to raise awareness on
what students can do to be sustainable on campus, like
using paper cups instead of plastic.
Student Body President Rebecca Cash said the
group seems like a great organization and Harden was
very passionate when he presented his case to the senate at its last meeting.
Senator Ethan Osborne said it is a very unique
RSO, and Matusiak agreed and added that the RSO
will be a great step in the right direction when it comes
to limiting pollution.
She said it is the small steps that matter.
There are four new committee chairs.
Senator Zoey White is the chair for the academic affairs committee, Senator Nia Douglas is the chair for
the student affairs committee, Senator Seth Yeakel is
the chair for the university enhancement committee
and Osborne is the chair for the internal affairs committee.
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All fixed

Analicia Haynes can be reached at 581-2812 or
achaynes@eiu.edu.

»

FALL FESTIVAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Crews said in the future he hopes to continue doing
something similar to the event in the years to come.
“This is the first time my class has ever done something like this,” Crews said. “I think it’s something we
should build upon every year, and maybe it’ll get bigger.”
Several students came to the event and participated
in the different activities offered.
Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or
cebrock@eiu.edu.
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Michelle Wayne, a campus electrician who works at Facilities Planning Management, fixes the clock in the clock tower Wednesday afternoon. “I usually come here twice a year to make sure these things are good.” Except changing for daylight saving time, this is her second
time fixing the clock in the last three years.
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MEN'S SOCCER | COLUMN

Men’s soccer team needs scoring down stretch
Since the beginning of the men’s
soccer season, the thing I have wanted
to see from the Panthers is a productive offense.
I wanted to see the Panthers be
able to score on a consistent basis,
and multiple times in a match on
multiple occasions.
At the beginning of the season,
Eastern had a good offense going, averaging 10 shots per match and scoring .83 goals per match.
Through the first six matches this
season, the Panthers had scored five
goals, which was already half of last
season’s total. Before the start of the
season, head coach Kiki Lara said he
wanted the offense to more productive this year.
And through the first half of the
season, the team looked as though
it was going to have a better-scoring
year than last.
But in middle of the season, Eastern’s offense has slowed down.
In three straight losses against
Wright State, Northern Illinois and
Belmont, Eastern only had five shots
(two on goal), three shots (none on
goal) and eight shots (two on goal).
In that same stretch, the Panthers
only got two goals, both coming
against Belmont.

DILL AN SCHORFHEIDE
For the season as a whole, Eastern
is now averaging 8.6 shots per game,
and the Panthers’ shot on goal percentage is down to .357.
With the rest of the season coming into focus, I want to see the team
get back to its early season offensive
form. Only four teams make the postseason tournament for the Summit
League, and the Panthers are sitting
in third right now.
Denver will make the tournament,
that is undoubtedly a guarantee.
Omaha sits in second and also shows
no signs of slowing down.
Fort Wayne has three conference
points, only one less point than Eastern. Oral Roberts and Western are in
last place with one point each, but all
three teams have enough games left
to get more points than Eastern and
qualify for the tournament, if Eastern

does not do well enough in the last
three conference matches.
Eastern’s defense has not been at its
best in the middle of the season, giving up 10 goals in five matches, but
defensive play and grit is what the
team prides itself on, so I am not concerned that the defense will peter out.
Offensively, what the Panthers
need to do is get better chances to
score, and that can start with channel play.
Channel play, as Lara has said before, is finding space to play the ball
and working around that space then:
finding channels to play the ball to.
Eastern had some good moments
of doing that in its last match against
Valparaiso on Oct. 10: Luke Kurili had a goal and another chance to
score with good passes through channels, and other players had some
chances as well.
But finding the channels has been
a constant stressing point for Lara
during the recent matches, as he has
told his players multiple times to look
for the channels during the games.
This is not to say that the offense
is bad.
Christian Sosnowski was pegged
by Lara as a key player at the beginning of the season, and he leads East-

K ARINA DELGADO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern freshman Nate Francke dribbles a ball in the Panthers’ 1-0 doubleovertime win over Western Illinois on Oct. 6. Eastern is 3-7-3 this season.

ern with three goals this year. His latest goal was a double overtime winner
against conference-opponent Western.
Eastern has also had seven different
players score, and the Panthers still
have four matches to score more than
they did last season.
But getting more chances and taking advantage of them are going to
be important for Eastern in this final stretch. The resilient Oral Roberts

and Fort Wayne are still ahead, as well
as the tough Omaha team.
Scoring goals will be the difference
maker for Eastern, as the defense will
be able to hold other teams scoreless,
or to a single goal. So with three conference matches ahead, finding the
back of the net will be more important each match Eastern plays.
Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at
581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu.

Men's tennis doubles pairings go 2-1 at home meet
By Vince Lovergine
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
As the fall season ends next month,
Eastern men’s tennis team hosted the
Eastern Illinois Fall Invite over the
weekend, and the team continued to
produce results.
The Panthers played host of Lindenwood, Illinois-Springfield and
Prairie State. The tournament featured four flights of singles play and
three rounds of doubles competition.
All three of the Panthers' top three
doubles tandems posted a 2-1 record. Junior Freddie O’Brien and junior Gage Kingsmith played at No.
1 doubles. Newcomers Mike Jansen and Daniel Hernandez paired at

No. 2 doubles, while Logan Charbonneau and Luka Knieling were the last
team the Panthers sent out at No. 3
doubles team.
Eastern still has a couple months
before the spring season begins, but
O’Brien was pleased with the results.
“Overall it’s been a great tournament for us all, a good step in the
right direction,” he said. “A lot of the
guys picked up some nice wins, so
that’s great. We have a long way to go
but a good second tournament this
semester.”
Eastern had similar success in
singles action, having three players place in the finals of their flights
before losing in the championship
match. Transfer sophomore Daniel

Hernandez continues to impress this
fall season, reaching the championship of the Flight 2 singles.
Hernandez defeated Logan Burgess-Hayes of UIS in the opening
round 4-6, 7-6 (5), 10-8. In the second round he beat Logan Orr of Lindenwood in three sets 4-6, 6-3, 102. But Hernandez ran out of gas, with
Menno Servaes of Illinois-Springfield
topping Hernandez in the finals 6-2,
6-2.
In flight three singles Gage Kingsmith also earned himself a trip to
the finals before falling to Oscar Toro
of UIS 6-4, 7-5. Kingsmith won his
previous two matches to get to this
point, after rolling past Natnael Fekadu of Prairie State in the opening

round 6-4, 6-2 and then defeated Michael Lapsley of Illinois-Springfield in
the second round 6-3, 4-6, 10-8.
Freshman Luka Knieling reached
the finals of the flight four
draw. Knieling won in straight sets in
the opening round 6-0, 6-0. Knieling
needed three sets to beat Azur Mujezinovic of Lindenwood in the second round, 6-3, 4-6, 10-5. In the
championship flight match, Juan Albin of Lindenwood won in three sets
4-6, 6-1, 11-9.
The Panthers have shown growth
this fall season, and it seems the team
is clicking well before the spring season starts, and that excites the players
and coaches.
And Charbonneau is seeing that al-

ready.
“Luka is doing good and working hard. I know from experience
that college doubles is a totally different game from juniors and learning
it can be pretty tough,” Charbonneu
said. “But he and the rest of the guys
are handling things pretty well. I like
seeing how the team is really starting to embrace the new coaches and
our new era step by step. Coach Chris
and Michael know how to make a
winning team as you can see from
their track record, so in terms of my
game, I’m just trying to be a sponge
and be as coachable as possible.”
Vince Lovergine can be reached at
581-2812 or vplovergine@eiu.edu.
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Eastern defensive end Josh Price (44) celebrates a turnover against Murray State while wearing a Black Panther mask that is given to players after turnovers. The Panthers have forced nine
turnovers this season on defense.

Turnovers forever

How a Black Panther mask has inspired Eastern’s defense to force more turnovers
By JJ Bullock
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
Early in the second quarter
against Murray State in week six,
Eastern defensive end Josh Price
recovered a fumble at the Murray State 34-yard line and returned
the ball seven yards to the 27-yard
line. Price immediately got up off
the turf, celebrated his recovery and
went back to the sideline to claim
his prize for forcing a turnover.
A group of teammates awaited Price at the sideline, amped up
and ready to deliver to him his reward for grabbing the loose football, the mask of Marvel superhero Black Panther. Price happily
took the mask from his teammates
and threw it on, and the hype show
began on the sideline. Price and a
group of teammates jumped around
with the mask, spraying water into
the air and celebrating, before turning to the crowd and getting them
in on the action.
The mask has been given out all
season long to defensive players that
force turnovers for Eastern, and it is
something the Eastern defense and
fans have grown quite fond of.
“As soon as you get that take over
it’s like four people running over
with it,” Price said. “They just run
up to you and you put that thing on
and when you put that on there is
no other feeling like it. You just feel
like you just made the biggest play

of your life, so it just means a lot.”
The mask itself changes the game
just as much as the turnover itself
does, as the sight of the mask on the
sideline is something that brings a
whole other level of energy to the
Eastern players.
“Oh yeah. That was the biggest
thing; that hyped the whole crowd
up,” Price said. “That just gets us
going, and it’s really contagious;
once you get that on, the next person is like, ‘Aw I got to get that too,’
so I think it’s really contagious.”
The mask, which is no more than
a cheap piece of plastic that can be
purchased at most stores, means so
much more to the Eastern defense
than its sticker value. It serves as
a reward for doing the most valuable thing a defense can do on the
field, forcing a turnover. But the
mask also serves a deeper purpose,
one that says a lot about character
of the team.
“It just represents how hard we
work, what we mean as a group as
a defense,” Price said. “That Black
Panther stands strong on our team,
and we just take it very seriously. Black Panther really defines our
past players that played here and
how hard they play, so we celebrate
by putting that Black Panther mask
on.”
The mask is the brainchild of defensive coordinator Cary Fowler
who introduced the idea to his team
at the defensive meeting prior to the
season opener against Arkansas.

"(The Black Panther mask) just gets us going, and
it’s really contagious; once you get that on, the next
person is like, ‘Aw I got to get that too,’ so I think it’s
really contagious."
Josh Price, Defensive End

While Fowler’s defense has not
performed up to the standard it has
in the last couple of seasons, ranking next-to-last in the conference in
most major categories, the mask itself represents something that head
coach Kim Dameron has said about
this group all season long: no matter
how his players perform, their attitudes and demeanor never changes.
Win or lose, this group stays close,
and the Panther mask is a symbol of
that.
“Coach Fowler he brought that
to our attention because we consider ourselves a family,” linebacker
Dytarious Johnson said. “So Black
Panther I guess is just something
that you do, there is not really a story behind it.”
The mask has been worn by nine
different times Eastern players this
season, five times via an interception and four times thanks to a
fumble. Johnson was the first player
to wear in week four after he was in
on a Tennessee State fumble.
“It was fun. I think I was the first
one, and it was fun,” Johnson said.

“We get excited, we get real excited on the sidelines for it, so it’s a
good thing for us; it can give us a
lot of momentum. Especially when
the crowd gets involved and they see
us, cheering us on with the mask
on, it’s a lot of fun.”
It took until week three for Eastern to force a turnover, but since
then the team has totaled nine, including two in its win over Jacksonville State last weekend. To say the
mask may responsible for the uptick
in turnovers may not be too crazy of
a thought.
“It’s very exciting because at the
beginning of the season we weren’t
getting a lot of turnovers,” Johnson
said. “So, we had to bring something in to make us want to go out
there and get more turnovers, so
one game we just started getting
like four turnovers in one game, so
we just started having fun, so everybody just wants to get their turn in
of having the turnover mask.”
The idea was inspired from other teams around the country, like
Miami that has its famous “turn-

over chain” which players wear after
turnovers, but the Eastern coaching
staff felt for their team, the Black
Panther was the perfect fit.
“That’s one of the things that we
wanted to do this year for the defense as far as the turnovers are concerned; you see that around the
country,” Dameron said. “And so
coach Fowler went out and got a
Black Panther mask, so we’re the
Panthers and so you know with
the movie and all that stuff coming
out. We just thought it was something you know the kids get excited
about. We’ve done it all year; every
time the kids get a turnover somebody has put it on.”
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

The Nine Eastern turnovers
this season

-Week four: Dytarious Johnson forced
fumble, recovered by Joe Caputo.
-Week four: Mark Williams
interception.
-Week five: Dytarious Johnson
interception.
-Week five: Ray Crittenden and
Corenelius Page both forced fumbles.
-Week six: Edwyn Brown
interception.
-Week six: Josh Price fumble
recovery.
Week seven: Mark Williams
interception.
Week seven: DySaun Smith
interception.

